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Reconsidering the 
VLS Grading Policy: 
Removing the 
Scarlet Letter (C+) 
by Joseph A. Yanchik, III 
How is it that someone can 
work so hard, and understand so 
much, yet have so very little to 
show for his/her efforts? And so 
continues the neverending quest 
for the perfect grade in law school. 
Every law student in the country 
is familiar with this struggle and 
many students, if not most, are 
met with disappointment. Most 
complaints focus on the absurdity 
of grading procedures (the fabled 
toss down the steps of exam 
booklets) and it appears that 
many complaints are motivated — 
and rightfully so — by the unfair­
ness inherent in an inaccurate 
subjective system that has the 
potential to permanently impact 
one' career and one' life. (When 
I use the term "inaccuracy" I am 
recognizing that a C+ essay one 
day can be a B or a B+ the next 
and that a one test measure is 
hardly an exhaustive attempt at 
measuring a student's compre­
hension). This commentary is not 
intended to address whether or 
not we need grades, and I hope 
it is not dismissed by the faculty 
and administration as a complaint 
against hard work and an appeal 
to make life easier. However, it is 
my belief that Villanova Law 
students are being saddled with 
an unnecessary handicap in the 
present job market — compar­
atively low grade point aver­
ages — and the school has the 
resulting responsibility to re­
examine its grading policy in 
order to give its students a fair 
shot in the job market. 
I am not privy to the unwritten 
grading policy, nor am I sure as 
to exactly how grades are ulti­
mately agreed upon, however, I do 
know that there is some disparity 
m grading policies between var­
ious law schools and that, com­
paratively, Villanova has been 
near the low end of curve. I will 
admit right up front that niy 
perceptions are not grounded in 
hard research, especially those 
perceptions regarding the grading 
policies of other schools. However, 
my conclusions are grounded in 
enough experience with Villanova 
Law School and a sufficient 
number of discussions with stu­
dents from other law schools and 
firm recruiters in order for me to 
responsibly ask some of the ques­
tions that this article asks. 
Way back when, as I was 
researching which law schools to 
apply to, I remember reading an 
"Inside the Law Schools" review 
of Villanova which was purport­
edly based on student interviews. 
I never forgot that particular 
review because it specifically 
stated that the students' primary 
complaint was an excessively 
tough grading policy. I found this 
very peculiar because Villanova 
was one of the only schools 
reviewed where the grading policy 
was mentioned. My response at 
the time was "how bad could it 
be?" After I entered Villanova, I 
heard both faculty and other 
personnel explain that Villanova 
does not perform "grade inflation" 
which is apparently a practice 
that other law schools subscribe 
to. It is my understanding that 
grade inflation involves a massag­
ing of the final grades so that a 
minimum level of G.P.A. is met 
(i.e. class avg. 3.0). Not too long 
after this, I was shown a chart 
which is apparently distributed 
by the Career Planning and Place­
ment Office to prospective employ­
ers that interview on campus. 
This chart explains that Villanova 
has a strict grading policy and it 
provides a conversion of the lower 
than average Villanova G.P.A.s to 
their equivalent G.P.A.s from 
other schools. Our class was told 
not to be alarmed and that most 
employers in the Philadelphia 
area were well-versed in our 
comparatively low grades and 
that this is not a hinderance. 
Although the previously dis­
cussed clues did not initially 
register, it is all too clear now — 
to my sharpened Villanova legal 
mind — that VLS students have 
a handicap in the job market. And 
as shown by the use of "the 
chart," the school recognizes this 
handicap. Although the school 
should be commended for at least 
recognizing the potential problems 
of its students and addressing 
them, a chart and a simple expla­
nation to employers is an inade­
quate remedy to a potentially 
serious problem. Grades unlock 
doors. It is typically the first cut 
in the job process. Although the 
use of rankings helps to reduce the 
impact of comparatively low 
grades, the transcript is always 
reviewed along with the specific 
grades; all things being equal, the 
student with lower grades will 
typically lose out to the applicant 
with higher grades. I am not 
advocating that Villanova Law 
School should falsely inflate 
grades solely to facilitate the job 
search, however, it at an absolute 
minimum should not employ a 
grading standard that acts as a 
burden to its students. 
The use of a chart and concom­
itant explanations may work with 
the limited number of Philadel­
phia firms that pay attention, 
unfortunately, this approach is 
rendered moot as soon as a student 
attempts to leave the safe haven 
of Philadelphia. Given the present 
job market, more students are 
leaving the area and many are 
attempting to secure jobs with 
many firms that have no previous 
contact with the school or the 
career placement office. What 
about these students? I have heard 
horror stories from students who 
have attempted to explain the 
grading discrepancy when ques­
tioned about their grades. 
Although a change in the grading 
policy will surely not eradicate 
this uncomfortable circumstance, 
it will avoid the situation for some 
and at least ease the blow for 
others. For some less serious 
students, or those who "don't get" 
a particular subject, the grading 
professor will always have the 
option to give Cs, Ds and Fs. I am 
more concerned with the multi­
tudes who linger around the C+ 
to B- G.P.A. range. These stu­
dents, in all reality, are as well 
prepared and will make as good 
if not better lawyers than those 
who managed G.P.A.S in the B+ 
to A range. These students could 
also benefit greatly from a .25 to 
.35 swing in G.P.A., while preserv­
ing for the school and the profes­
sion a sufficiently accurate mea­
sure of that student's 
performance. If a VLS student's 
2.75 G.P.A. is the equivalent of a 
3.0 G.P.A. at competing schools, 
then the Villanova student must 
at least be put on a level playing 
field as reflected by the ^ades. 
The underlying justification for 
tampering with the academic 
policies of this school is the 
recognition that graduate schools 
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And So It Ends . . Letters to the Editor 
by Angeline Chen 
Well, it had to happen eventu­
ally. The last issue of the 1992-
93 Villanova Docket sits in your 
hands. It's been a pretty good year 
for the paper — we actually got 
out an issue each month (and two 
in both January and March). The 
New York Times we're not, but we 
managed to cover most of the more 
controversial events that occurred 
at VULS. A number of organiza­
tions and faculty were involved 
this year. We had four consistent 
regular columns appear in each 
issue. Despite some minor set­
backs (a thousand more apologies 
to a certain faculty member), it's 
been a rather successful year 
overall. 
The time has finally come to 
pass the baton to the next Editor-
in-Chief [Nathan Murawsky]. To 
be honest, it's a pretty crazy 
position to be in. When everyone 
else was worrying about getting 
or making outlines and studying, 
I found myself sitting on the floor 
in the library doing layout until 
7 a.m. For each layout, I garnered 
a collection of 10 or 20 impressive 
paper cuts. Around submission 
deadlines, good friends lay low so 
I couldn't nag them for their 
articles. I have enough pictures 
(and the negatives) to blackmail 
just about everybody in this law 
school. (For those wanting to be 
in politics, beware. You have been 
given fair notice.) When the paper 
came in, anyone sitting in the 
cafeteria became fair game for 
snagging to help haul a hundred 
pounds of newsprint around the 
school. It feels like a thankless job 
a lot of the time. So if you see Mr. 
Murawsky next year, offer a 
hand. It'll be more appreciated 
than you'd think. 
I hope you've been pleased with 
The Villanova Docket. If you have, 
then it's been a worthwhile effort. 
Thanks to all of you who have 
given me your comments on the 
paper throughout the year — even 
those who responded negatively. 
That means you at least read it! 
(Every editor's goal). Thanks to 
all of you who were kind enough 
not to dispose of the Docket where 
I could see it. (You'd be surprised 
to realize how grateful I was not 
to find all of the issues in the trash 
cans the day after they came out.) 
Thanks to those who contributed 
regularly (Bob "1-900-BOB-
TALK" Turchi, Tom "The Con­
servative Guy" Dougherty, John 
"Heeeere's Johnny!" Lago, Sal 
Pastino, Shayna Goering/JLSA, 
Ross Perot: Creating 
A Nation Divided 
by Sal Pastino 
Henry Ross Perot, the billio­
naire third party candidate who 
tried to buy the 1992 Presidential 
election by spending nearly $70 
million of his own money, is still 
at it. Through his "United We 
Stand" organization Perot con­
tinues to make his political pres­
ence felt in Washington and 
throughout the nation. The 
former IBM and General Motors 
executive who once claimed that 
terrorists attacked his estate now 
happily ventures to talk show 
after talk show touting his eco­
nomic recovery plan. He still relies 
on his charts and folksy speech 
style to make his case for a plan 
that lacks the element of choice. 
Ross Perot wishes to run the 
United States of America like one 
of his business ventures. He 
refuses to realize that his ill-fated 
campai^ may divide and weaken 
the nation. 
Perot entered the 1992 Presi­
dential race at a time when many 
Americans felt that there was no 
real choice of candidates. His 
presence did add life to what had 
been a dull campaign with Vice-
Presidential running mate and 
Vietnam war hero Admiral Wil­
liam Stockdale ("Who am I? What 
am I doing here? Ping-pong! Grid­
lock!") and it did force the can­
didates to focus slightly more on 
the issues. Many suspected that 
Perot entered the race in order to 
benefit George Bush and hurt Bill 
Clinton. The suspicion was that 
Perot had entered the race to 
protect the interests of big bus­
iness. Nearly the opposite 
occurred with Perot taking more 
votes from Bush than he did 
Clinton. At $70 million, it was an 
expensive campaign for Perot, but 
the billionaire made that amount 
back in two months from interest 
on investments alone. 
There is little question that 
Perot's ongoing campaign efforts 
are weakening the nation. The 
national split of the Presidential 
vote gave Perot 19 percent, George 
Bush 38 percent and President 
Clinton 43 percent. Having less 
than a majority of the popular vote 
has tarnished the Clinton Admin­
istration's image in the eyes of 
foreign powers and they will 
hesitate and refuse to act or 
Mary Locke/SELS) and those who 
wrote when they felt they had 
something to say and the time to 
say it. Thanks to the faculty 
members who were generous 
enough to contribute when asked, 
despite their busy schedules. 
Thanks most of all to the admin­
istration, who paid all of our bills 
without complaint and without 
attempting to infringe on the free 
speech rights of Villanova law 
students even though they could 
have. (As a private university, the 
First Amendment does not apply 
to VULS.) You've let us say 
whatever we wanted to say with 
minimal objections and no threat 
of censorship. Special thanks go 
to Christopher Tkacik, who 
jumped on board this year and 
never abandoned the paper in its 
hour(s) of need. It's been quite an 
experience. 
In closing, congratulations to 
the third year class — it's been 
a long three years but the end is 
in sight. Best of luck to those we 
leave behind. May you find what 
you are looking for in your lives 
and enjoy the process of doing so. 
Remember to live life to the fullest 
and to enjoy each moment. This 
is not a dress rehearsal. 
Shantih. 
Dear Editor, 
As many of my friends and 
associates here at VLS know, I am 
a Pennsylvania National Guards­
man. I heard on the news this 
evening that Defense Secretary 
(and former chairman of the 
House Armed Services Commit­
tee) Aspin expressed support for 
allowing women in combat. Most 
of the discussions on this matter 
that I have heard have centered 
on allowing women to pilot combat 
aircraft. I am an airborne infan­
tryman, and thus do not consider 
myself qualified to adjudge the 
military wisdom or feasibility of 
that particular move. (On allowing 
women in ground combat units, 
I am not so tentative.) However, 
I am firmly convinced of one 
thing: women should not be given 
access to combat duty as a means 
of career advancement (which is 
the largest factor motivating this 
move) if women are not 
REQUIRED to undertake such 
duty. Indeed, the consideration of 
such a move for the non-military 
reason of career advancement for 
women when women are not even 
required to register for the draft 
strikes me as so discriminatory as 
to be unconstitutional under 
equal protection. 
For this reason, I have suggest­
ed to our representatives in 
Washington (Senators Spector 
and Wofford and Congressman 
Weldon) and to Congresswoman 
Patricia Schroeder (the "point 
person" supporting access) that 
Congress pass legislation during 
this session that conditions allow­
ing women into combat in the 
military on both (1) requiring 
them to be evaluated for and 
assigned to all military jobs for 
which they are qualified on an 
equal basis with men, and (2) 
requiring women to register for 
the draft on an equal basis with 
men. Such a requirement would 
force women as a class to debate 
among themselves whether the 
responsibility to kill other human 
beings and die in some of human­
ity's more creative ways is a price 
they are willing to pay for the 
advancement of the careers of 
military women. I consider this 
necessary because most feminists 
today seem interested not in 
equality, but in advancing wom­
en's interests, even if it must be 
at men's expense. I consider 
myself a proponent of equality 
between the sexes, but only on the 
condition that equal rights imply 
equal responsibilities. 
Thank you for your time and 
attention. Please be advised that 
I have sent letters containing the 
substance of the preceding two 
paragraphs to the aforementioned 
representatives and to the Phila­
delphia Inquirer. 
Sincerely, 
Jeffrey J. Wood, 2L 
A Call for Tolerance 
cooperate with us as a result of 
this. This perception of a weak 
U.S. Presidency may have promp­
ted Moslem extremists to place 
the deadly bomb in the World 
Trade Center. It will definitely 
hurt President Clinton's efforts to 
assist Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, who stru^les to fight 
impeachment, since hard line 
Communists are now bolstered to 
act. Ross Perot did not think about 
what could happen when he got 
involved in politics in 1992 and he 
still is not thinking now. 
On March 21st Perot was back 
with his half-hour infommercial 
seen across the nation on NBC. 
The cards and charts were back 
as well, showing what Perot 
believes can help the nation. 
Somewhere in the back of his 
mind the billionaire believes that 
if he spends enough time and 
money on it he could buy the 
presidency by buying American 
votes. He also believes in running 
America by running it as one 
massive company town where 
only he is the corporate head. 
Perot is forcing both Republicans 
and Democrats to talk a fine line 
at times. The 19 percent of the 
vote he took definitely hurt George 
Bush and if he should choose to 
run in 1996 there is no telling 
where the damage could occur. 
President Clinton and Senator 
Bob Dole have been careful to put 
Perot-like references into their 
speeches in anticipation of the 
next campaign because they con­
sider the billionaire's campaign so 
influential. 
Ross Perot said he was "all 
ears" during the 1992 presidential 
campaign, but he is turning out 
to be all pockets with his "United 
We Stand" organization, requir­
ing members to pay a $15 mem­
bership before they can join. Many 
of the people joining cannot really 
afford to pay the fee. Is Perot's 
campaign one for the common 
people or some kind of exclusive 
club? Perhaps Ross Perot should 
refrain from campaigning for a 
while and pay attention to how 
his corporate thinking may be 
dividing and weakening the 
nation. It is time for Ross Perot 
to get out of politics, get back into 
business, recoup his losses and 
leave America alone. 
by Marcia Johnson-Blanco 
I often find it very hard being 
a student here at Villanova. In 
many ways my experience differs 
from the majority of students 
here. I am black. I was born in 
a developing country. I am from 
a working class family. I went to 
an inner-city high school and a big 
city university. I feel that these 
differences in my background 
from the predominantly middle-
class students here have placed 
me in a position that is shown 
little respect and tolerance here at 
the law school. I feel that I am 
part of the liberal minority pitted 
against the conservative majority. 
While my views may not be liberal 
in my neighborhood, here at VLS 
they are transformed into extreme 
points of view that are given little 
credence in discussion here. 
I feel that the conservative 
views of the predominantly middle 
class dominate discussion here at 
VLS, and that this conservative 
view is posited as the legitimate 
view. Anyone who holds an oppo­
site or different view is treated 
like a pariah. A liberal outcast. 
This attitude is evident in classes 
where if one expresses a view 
different from that of the majority 
of the class, you hear the groans 
in the back of the room. Then the 
whispers sweep across the room. 
It gets to the point where you feel 
it's useless to give your point of 
view in class, because you feel 
that you are only setting yourself 
up for ridicule. And more impor­
tantly, you feel like no one is really 
listening. 
My fellow colleagues do not 
have to accept my views or 
endorse them. I ask only that they 
listen to them with tolerance and 
respect. I would like the student 
body to recognize that there are 
different views out there and dare 
to suggest that these views are 
also legitimate. 
The face of Villanova is chang­
ing. There is now more cultural 
diversity represented in the stu­
dent body. That means that there 
are many different experiences 
represented which yield different 
perspectives on life and the law. 
The different perspectives should 
be looked upon by students here 
as an opportunity to learn. An 
opportunity to look at life and the 
law from many different angles. 
Non-majority, "non-conservative" 
views should not be seen as a 
threat, but for what they are, 
simply different view points. 
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1-900-BOB-TALK 
Alabama Democrat, Senator 
Richard C. Shelby has recently 
proven himself to be the biggest 
obstacle to ending the gridlock in 
our nation's capital, Billy Bo Jim 
Bob's campaign promises not­
withstanding. Just what did the 
Southern Democrat do to get the 
Hillbilly so incensed? He refused 
to adhere to a White House request 
that all Democrats wait until 
three days after the presentation 
of the so-called Clinton Economic 
Plan before they criticize it in any 
way. Many people may wonder 
why Bill would even make such 
a request since we the people were 
told that so many of the world's 
leading economists endorsed the 
Clinton Plan. If the Plan were so 
wonderful, no one in his right 
mind would even think of critic­
izing it. It seems to me that Bill 
is not one who is open to construc­
tive criticism. After all, he loves 
to schmooze it up with Peter 
Jennings, Tom Brokaw and Dan 
Rather behind closed doors just to 
make sure that he has a tight rein 
on the media. However, Senator 
Shelby is much more independent, 
not to mention more intelligent 
than the American media. But 
with the advent of an Adminis­
tration that frowns on independ­
ence and loves blind conformity 
at the expense of one's conscience, 
I wonder if this is still the United 
States of America. 
First of all, Shelby's mild crit­
icism of the Clinton Plan should 
not have aroused the vendetta 
that ensued. Clinton was so insult­
ed that one would even dare 
criticize the Plan without his 
permission that he made sure that 
more than 90 jobs in a $375 million 
NASA program were transferred 
from Alabama to Texas. Coinci­
dence? Only if you're a riaive sheep 
following Shepherd Clinton 
through the Enchanted Rain Fore­
st. Of course. Bill did not have the 
guts to take Shelby on directly. 
The Senator found out about the 
retaliatory job transfer by reading 
aTOUt it in the Wall Street Journal! 
Bill even got Leon Panetta to lie 
about the reason for the transfer 
by using him to tell NASA that 
the move was necessary "to 
improve management of the shut­
tle program." Of course, Bill then 
had to get A1 Gore to assure 
Shelby's senior colleague, Howell 
Heflin, that he should take no 
offense from the jobs transfer. 
Just what did the White House 
give Heflin for his troubles? Fif­
teen tickets to the University of 
Alabama's South Lawn visit on 
March 25th. That's small conso­
lation to the 90 or so Alabama 
citizens who won't be part of the 
NASA program just because Bill 
can't take the heat from his fellow 
Democrats! 
One member of the media com­
pared Clinton's maneuvering to 
the shrewd powerplays skillfully 
executed by the late LBJ. As 
always, the media is employing a 
terribly strained analogy. First, 
LBJ was a tad more discreet when 
he decided to slap a Senator or 
Congressman around for what the 
Commander-in-Chief saw as gross 
insubordination. More important­
ly, LBJ's moves never adversely 
affected the victim Congressman's 
constituents as do Clinton's. 
When LBJ learned that a few 
Southern Democrats stood in the 
way of getting his prized Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 passed, the 
Machiavellian LBJ invited them 
over to the Oval Office, and armed 
with scandalous information 
about the wayward congressmen 
provided by J. Edgar Hoover, 
politely reminded the lost 
members of his flock that certain 
individuals in the media might 
become privy to some juicy infor­
mation if certain votes weren't 
cast in favor of the Civil Rights 
Act. As you can guess, most of 
these "polite" threats included a 
free screening of FBI surveillance 
tapes of LBJ's victims starring in 
"The Boys of the 'Bama Motel 6," 
co-starring an array of teeny-
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(Continued from page 1) 
have an economic mission as well 
as an academic mission. 
Let me restate that I firmly 
believe we need a grading system. 
I do not believe that VLS students 
work too hard. We need a uniform 
grading system to provide stu­
dents, teachers and the profession 
with an academic gauge as to the 
performance and progress of a 
student as well as a gauge of the 
performance and progress of the 
teaching institution. FVom a pure­
ly academic standpoint, the pres­
ent grading system at Villanova 
Law School is more than adequate. 
However, a graduate school does 
not exist purely for the academic 
exercise. It also exists, at least 
within the views of its students, 
as a prerequisite for professional 
and economic advancement. Peo­
ple do not take $70,000 mortgages 
out on their futures solely to be 
better educated. People incur 
these ridiculous financial burdens 
so that they can obtain better jobs, 
increase their professional options 
and achieve economic security. 
Faculties and administrations 
must not only recognize in word, 
but also recognize through their 
policies and services offered that 
graduate schools have economic 
goals which are as important as 
their academic goals. Students 
must be well prepared to function 
in their chosen profession, how­
ever, a graduate school that does 
not place quality students into 
quality jobs is failing those 
students. 
I propose that the class average 
G.P.A. be made competitive with 
other schools (which is probably 
somewhere around a 3.0-3.2 rather 
than the present 2.65 (1st yr.) to 
2.78 (2d & 3d yr.) [VLS avgs. are 
based on the last seven years and 
exclude third year seminars and 
directed research grades]). Some 
would argue that this form of 
arbitrary inflation is bastardizing 
the system. It is ridiculous, how­
ever, to believe that a predomi­
nantly subjective grading system 
is so precise that a .30 adjustment 
would present an inaccurate pic­
ture of student performance. 
When you have classes where the 
difference between A and a C+ is 
around ten points (which does 
occur), you cannot argue that 
there is any practical difference 
in understanding between the A 
and the C+ student. In the above-
described circumstances, argua­
bly a 3.3 class average would 
provide a more accurate represen­
tation of class performance than 
the inevitable 2.8 reflected in most 
major core courses. The point here 
is not to argue over presenting the 
clearest picture of class perfor­
mance, but instead to refute any 
arguments that the current grad­
ing system is so precise an indi­
cator of performance that it can­
not be responsibly adjusted. Given 
the level of subvjectivity, a grade 
shift would not impact the accu­
racy of the system's measuring 
function, nor would it present a 
false impression of aptitude to the 
profession at large; in short, there 
will be no impact on the academic 
integrity of the law school. Com­
paratively, the practical impact of 
the C+ (or many C+s) during the 
job search is very real. At many 
bopper southern belles with spe­
cial cameo musical appearances 
by Chuck Berry and Jerry Lee 
Lewis. And as we know, the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 passed and no 
constituents of the Southern 
Democrats lost their jobs as a 
result! 
The difference between LBJ and 
Clinton is that LBJ was not 
punishing the "insubordinates" 
for merely voicing disa^eement 
with him. He was making sure 
that greatly needed legislation got 
through both Houses of Congress 
so that the 14th Amendment 
would finally become meaningful. 
Clinton, on the other hand, is not 
trying to pass greatly needed 
legislation. He is merely trying to 
tell his fellow Democrats that he 
will not tolerate any dissension in 
the ranks regardless of how small 
the issue. Senator Shelby merely 
refuses to endorse an economic 
plan that he feels is "high on 
taxes, low on cuts." The Good 
Senator also supported his Repub­
lican colleagues in their filibuster 
against Clinton's alleged "stimu­
lus" package. This support came 
after Billy Bo Jim Bob's original 
vendetta, which proves one thing 
— while Senator Shelby is a fellow 
Democrat, he's definitely no lap-
dog. So much for ending the 
gridlock! 
Since this is the last 1-900-BOB-
TALK article to appear in The 
Docket over my signature, I 
guess this is where I'm supposed 
to get all mushy and tell you that 
I hope you've found some inspi­
ration and perhaps even solace 
from my many intriguingly well-
written articles. Well don't hold 
your breath — the number you 
have reached has been disconnect­
ed at the owner's request. 
law schools with which Villanova 
competes, a C or a C+ is considered 
a poor grade — as opposed to 
average — and is indicative of a 
student that "screwed up." The 
impact of differing grade interpre­
tations is magnified when you 
realize that many of the law firm 
interviewers graduated from these 
same schools. The biases and 
difficulties represented by differ­
ent grading systems may be why 
schools such as Penn have chosen 
to drop the A-F grading system in 
favor of the fail/pass/high pass 
grading system (although this 
article does not address the merits 
of entirely different grading sys­
tems — i.e. Penn — they should 
be considered). 
This summer as an associate at 
a major New York law firm, I was 
surrounded by a summer class 
that was almost exclusively from 
law schools such as Harvard, 
Columbia, New York University, 
and Chicago. There were two of 
us from Villanova Law School. 
The year before there were at 
least two more Villanova students. 
One evening at a firm event, I 
asked one of the senior partners 
why the firm showed interest in 
Villanova given its tendency to 
focus alfnost exclusively on "top 
ten" law schools. He very simply 
stated that Villanova students 
were traditionally very well pre­
pared and excellent lawyers and 
that the firm often found the stars 
in its summer classes at Villanova 
Law School. I doubt that my 
experience was unique. I am sure 
that most of my peers have found 
themselves very well prepared to 
enter the legal profession. Villan­
ova Law graduates tend to excel 
regardless of where they go. I 
certainly hope that the Deans and 
the faculty have at least some 
sense of the performance of the 
final product that they are produc­
ing and realize that they are 
succeeding in their academic 
mission. If we can agree that the 
curriculum, the quality, of the 
instructors and the entire VLS 
educational program is producing 
excellent attorneys — then we 
must conclude that the institution 
has achieved a stable academic 
foundation. This hard-earned 
academic foundation, therefore, 
should provide the necessary 
platform for VLS to strengthen its 
economic commitment to its 
students. 
Coming from a family of edu­
cators with a strong tradition in 
academic administration, I know 
that a developing institution must 
gain a foothold based on academic 
reputation. I also know that the 
truly successful academic institu­
tions perform a consistent amount 
of self-assessment in order to re­
evaluate and, when necessary, 
change goals and policies. As 
evidenced by the decline of re^on-
al private colleges and universities 
in the late 1970s and 1980s, 
schools that remain mired in the 
"old ways" inevitably fall behind. 
For example, maturing institu­
tions that succeed academically 
eventually move into a stage of the 
lifecycle in which previous intang­
ibles such as marketing and 
specialization become more impor­
tant. As evidenced by the addition 
of Development and Public Rela­
tions positions to the VLS admi­
nistrative staff, as well as the 
distribution to prospective stu­
dents of an International Law 
brochure, it is evident that VLS 
is moving into such a stage. As 
VLS reconsiders and improves the 
presentation of the "institution," 
it should also give equal consid­
eration to the presentation of the 
individual students. As argued, 
the overriding element of a stu­
dent's "presentation" is the 
grades that she carries with her. 
Although many argue that the 
impact of grades is overrated, it 
cannot responsibly be ignored. 
The question must be asked as 
to how a student from Villanova 
with a 2.7 average can go into 
another city and ever hope to 
compete in the interviewing pro­
cess with a student from Harvard 
with a 3.0 average. Although the 
VLS student will never be able to 
overcome the 200-year disparity in 
school reputation, let us at least 
not handicap that student any 
more than he/she already is — 
especially if the handicap is unne­
cessary. We know that Villanova 
students can certainly compete 
and excel over students from the 
best schools in the country, how­
ever, they are not going to get 
through some doors and have the 
opportunities to prove themselves 
as long as their G.P.A.s are low 
in comparison to grade-inflated 
schools, many of whom have more 
established national reputations. 
After three years I am convinced 
that Villanova Law School does an 
outstanding job at preparing its 
students. Unfortunately, not 
enough employers outside of the 
Philadelphia area are aware of 
this fact. If students are to com­
pete in what will always be an 
unforgiving job market, and if 
Villanova Law School is ever to 
expand to a truly national repu­
tation, then we must at least 
ensure that its students are get­
ting all of the opportunities they 
have earned and are not hindered 
by unnecessary and outdated 
policies. 
OFJ'EDi 
Dear Conservative Guy 
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by Tom Dougherty 
This column will not be in its 
usual format. To be perfectly 
honest, I always hated the usual 
format. It was a bad habit I got 
into because it is easy to write 
questions and answers. Nobody 
has ever accused me of spending 
too much time on my column. For 
my final column, I will write in 
sentences and paragraphs. Wow. 
This column started out last 
year to address a single problem: 
there's too damn much liberalism 
in this school. I was tired of 
professors telling me that every 
company is bad, every defendant 
is innocent, every Republican is 
scum, and the Constitution gua­
rantees whatever Brennan and 
Marshall could dream up while 
napping on the bench. I've heard 
enough sarcasm and hatred 
spewed from academic lips against 
honorable people like Presidents 
Reagan and Bush and judges like 
Robert Bork and Antonin Scalia 
to last a lifetime. I understand 
that the First Amendment pro­
tects the rights of professors to 
say what they want. That is how 
it should be. However, let's not 
forget that free speech protects 
students, too. My roommate and 
friend John Lago has tried to 
impart wisdom to the first year 
class. Here's my gift — a guide 
to understanding constitutional 
law: 
1) If Brennan or Marshall wrote 
a dissent, the criminal stayed in 
jail. 
2) If Brennan or Marshall wrote 
a dissent, somebody didn't get a 
welfare payment or government 
handout. 
3) If Scalia or Rehnquist wrote 
the majority opinion, most profes­
sors will tell you about racism and 
sexism and injustice of all kinds. 
If this column was too long on 
politics and too short on humor, 
too bad. Law school has been a 
string of bitter disappointments. 
Despite his campaign promises, 
Jim Crossen never got us a MAC 
machine. However, he did succeed 
in getting us a polka band and a 
bus full of anti-social law students 
from Rutgers-Camden for Okto-
berfest (Note to first years — 
inside joke for third year class). 
Jeff Bosley killed softball (Note to 
Jeff Bosley — inside joke for the 
rest of the school). The only 
person who benefitted from the 
death of softball was Art Carine 
— a legend who never had to face 
a real opponent. 
Since this is my last column for 
The Villanova Docket as edited 
by Angie Chen, I guess I'm 
supposed to write words of wis­
dom that somehow express the 
bittersweet joy of graduating. Too 
damn bad. Nobody ever accused 
me of bittersweet joy. Let's be 
honest — we all hated law school 
but loved the people. The same 
sentiment is expressed from Stan­
ford to the University of Puerto 
Rico and every law school in 
between (Note — the comparison 
of these two schools expresses 
both a geographic and an academic 
distance. Pretty good writing, 
eh?). Villanova Law School is a 
fine institution. For some reason, 
the only place Villanova has a bad 
reputation is in the minds of its 
Versus 
students. Just remember, if you're 
too good for this school, why are 
you here? 
I first started writing a regular 
column in eighth grade. It was 
probably better, then. Since then, 
I've written about the bittersweet 
joys of leaving junior high school, 
high school, and college. I won't 
be repeating the effort this time 
around for two reasons. First, I 
have nothing new to say. Second, 
I'm no longer foolish enough to 
think anybody cares about what 
I have to say. I could end by 
attacking President Clinton but 
that's been done. Besides, he'll be 
making disastrous mistakes and 
horrible policy choices for a while 
yet. I have to pace myself. I would 
rather end in the spirit that 
inspired the writing, if not the end 
result, of this column — humor. 
Thus, I present the First and Last 
Annual Conservative Guy Bitters­
weet Joy Awards: 
Most Likely to be Disbarred 
— Bob "Being indicted and being 
convicted are not the same thing" 
Turchi. 
Most Likely to be Acquitted 
Because the Jury Room 
Exploded — Bob supra Turchi. 
Most Likely to Run for Con­
gress — My humble self. 
Most Likely to Run for Con­
gress Because it Looks Good 
on a Resume — John Forkin. 
Most Likely to Hook Up or 
Cheat and Generally Act Like 
Guys — Third-year women. 
Most Likely to be Upset by 
That Award — The women who 
do it. 
Most Likely to be Too Amused 
by Himself — Tie between John 
Lago, Dave Fish and Tom 
Dougherty. 
Best Docket Sportswriter — 
John Lago. 
Only Docket Sportswriter — 
John Lago. 
Most Improved Student — 
Who cares. It wasn't me. 
Most Likely to Give First 
Years Advice About School 
Even Though He Still Hasn't 
Been to the Library — John 
Lago. 
Most Likely to Miss "Dear 
Conservative Guy" — Me. It's 
been fun. Thanks for reading. 
Dear Liberal Gal 
Dear Liberal Gal, 
You're finally getting out of 
this place. Frankly, I'm glad. 
I never liked your column 
anyway — "The Conservative 
Guy" and the Turchmeister 
obviously have the inside 
scoop on what's wrong with 
this country (liberalism), and 
it's people like you that will 
end up screwing everything 
up even further. If you had 
your way, homosexuals 
would be allowed in the mil­
itary, women would be 
allowed in combat, the 
government would end up 
funding controversial art dis­
playing pornographic and 
sacrilegious images, the U.S. 
Armed Forces would be inter­
vening in Third World coun­
tries to stop human rights 
violations (why should we 
care anyway?), and the 
Democrats would be running 
amuck in the government. 
What do you have to say for 
yourself? 
The Liberal Gal answers that 
you should be thankful for the 
expression of different viewpoints 
and be aware that — whatever 
position you choose to take — you 
may be dead wrong. The Liberal 
Gal also warns you that she is not 
really a "liberal" per se, but a 
moderate who is registered as an 
Independent. The point? That if 
you think that these are the worst 
positions you've ever heard, wait 
until you meet a true bleeding-
heart liberal. 
Despite Mr. Dougherty's exhor­
tation that there is "too damn 
much liberalism in this school," 
my opinion is that there is too 
damn much conservatism in this 
school. This is due in part to the 
majority of students' similar 
backgrounds, lack of exposure to 
differing viewpoints, and simple 
outright apathy. For a law school 
— a supposed institution of higher 
learning — I have seen very little 
political activism on either side. 
This is what we in the business 
call A Very Bad Thing. As 
members of a democratic society, 
we should all learn to take our 
responsibility to this country 
more seriously, and be aware of 
those responsibilities. Voting, 
political participation, freedom of 
speech, freedom of assembly, etc. 
— these are rights that we have 
as Americans for which people in 
other countries are dying to attain. 
We are the privileged, both as 
students (for having the opportun­
ity and the means, however scant, 
to go to law school) and as Amer­
ican citizens. 
Criticism is easy. Pointing the 
finger at others is easy — be it 
at conservatives or liberals. Work­
ing to find a solution is the hard 
part, and the part that most of us 
often forget when we gripe and 
complain, bitch and moan. 
Take the first step. Get 
involved. Take a stance on some­
thing after thinking it out, and 
don't be a sheep. 
The Liberal Gal believes in all 
of the above things in your ques­
tion, and she believes that they 
are the right position to take. 
People, despite their differing 
views or lifestyles, should be 
treated with dimity and with 
equality. There is no legitimate 
reason to exclude homosexuals 
from the military so long as they 
serve as well as those with dif­
ferent sexual orientation. Women 
should be permitted to serve in 
combat beside their comrades in 
arms. 
Mr. Wood has written a letter 
to the Editor (which conveniently 
happens to be me, so I have chosen 
to respond here) which espouses 
his view that women should not 
be permitted access to combat 
duty unless they are: 1) evaluated 
and assigned to all military jobs 
for which they are qualified; and 
2) required to register for the 
draft. To the first point, this is 
precisely what women in the 
military are asking for: equal 
treatment. I consider the second 
point to be irrelevant to the issue 
of whether or not women should 
be allowed to serve in combat. 
Why? Because the men and wom­
en currently in the military are 
not there because they were 
drafted — they chose to join the 
military to serve their country 
and because it was their career 
choice. It is not a matter of 
military men being discriminated 
against because they were hauled 
in unwillingly to serve in the 
military, and then military women 
decided to pitter-patter over and 
infringe on their space. These are 
people who, independent of the 
draft, made a willing and volun­
tary choice. 
I do agree with Mr. Wood that 
women should be required to 
register for the draft along with 
men. It is, however, a matter 
distinct and separate from the 
issue of whether women may be 
discriminated against by denying 
them access to combat duty. It 
might also be noted that the 
decision to require only men to 
register for the draft was a deci­
sion made by Congress (which is 
composed mostly of men), and a 
decision which was based on the 
antiquated notion that women 
were incapable of serving in the 
military and should stay at home 
while their men went off to war. 
To then turn around and tell 
women that they therefore may 
not serve in combat because they 
aren't required to do something — 
something for which they are 
neither responsible for nor capable 
of even doing (if you are female 
and try to re^ster at the Post 
Office, they will not even accept 
the registration card) — is, in fact, 
more unjust in nature than any 
perceived discrimination men in 
the military are experiencing. 
The issue of the NEA funding 
is, unfortunately, too unwieldy to 
deal with here. Suffice to say that 
as a civilized society, we also have 
a duty to support cultural devel­
opment. Certain aspects of art are, 
by nature, controversial and often­
times offensive. This is because 
the very nature of art is to give 
us pause for reflection and ques­
tioning. If you counter that that's 
all well and fine, but you don't 
want your tax dollars supporting 
it, my answer to you is that your 
argument would therefore mean 
that since I don't want my tax 
dollars supporting certain aspects 
of defense spending, I have the 
right to tell the government to 
fund only those projects for which 
I am in favor. 
Humanitarian intervention is 
necessary because the dignity and 
welfare of people everywhere 
should be respected and protected. 
As the only superpower left and 
the pivotal motivator in the United 
Nations, the United States has 
assumed the obligation to do what 
it can to make sure that human 
rights violations are stopped. I do 
not advocate full-scale "policing" 
of other nation-states (particularly 
since our own human rights 
record is not especially stellar) — 
but in situations where egregious 
human rights abuses are occur­
ring (such as the former Yugos­
lavian Republic, Cambodia, and 
China) humanitarian intervention 
is both necessary and proper. 
Conclusion 
Anyway, it's the end of the year, 
the end of The Villanova Docket 
(for me, anyway!), the end of etc. 
Rather than follow the steps of my 
faithful writers in commenting (or 
not commenting) on the nostalgic 
memories of the past three years, 
I offer instead a practical guide to 
those guys out there who just 
don't understand what we females 
are saying. 
The Liberal Gal's Dictionary To FemaleSpeak 
What we say 
"You want" 
"We need" 
"It's your decision" 
"We need to talk" 
"I'm not upset" 
"You're certainly attentive 
tonight" 
"Hang the picture there" 
"Are you asleep yet?" 
"How much do you love me?" 
"I'll be ready in a minute." 
"Is my butt fat?" 
"You have to learn to communicate" 
"Are you listening to me?!?" 
"Yes" 
"No 
"Maybe" 
"I'm sorry" 
"Do you like this recipe?" 
"I'm not yeUing!" 
In answer to "What's wrong?" 
"The same old thing" 
"Nothing" 
"Nothing, really" 
"I don't want to talk about it" 
What we mean 
"You want" 
"I want" 
"The correct decision 
should be obvious by now" 
"Duck and cover" 
"Of course I'm upset, stupid" 
"Is sex all you ever think 
about?" 
"NO, I mean hang it over 
there!" 
"I noticed you were almost 
asleep." 
"I did something today you're 
really not going to like" 
"Kick off your shoes and 
find a good game on TV" 
"Tell me I'm beautiful" 
"Just agree with me" 
[Too late, you're dead] 
"No" 
"No" 
"No" 
"You'll be sorry" 
"It's easy to fix so you'd 
better get used to it" 
"I'm yelling because I think 
this is important" 
"Nothing" (see below) 
"Everything" 
"You're such a jerk" 
"If you don't find out now 
you'll really be sorry, 
because I'll have a chance 
to build up steam" 
And finaUy, in conjunction with The Conservative Guy's 
Bittersweet Joy Awards, here are the Liberal Gal's Parting 
Shots Awards: 
Most Likely to Come Back After Death To Haunt the Student 
Lounge: Bob "I Don't Really Know Anyone in the Mob. Honest." 
Turchi and Mary "I Don't Really Know Bob Turchi. Honest." Locke 
[From last year's class: John Morgan] 
Most Likely to Become Founding President of MALSA (The 
Motorcyling American Law Students Association): Tom 
Downey 
Most Likely to Have the Library Renamed for Him: John Lago 
Most Likely to Finish Law School With a Perfect Attendance 
Record at TG's: Fabio Crichigno [2Ls: Chris Pepe and Sean Fahey] 
Most Likely to Set A Record for TG's Held in His Own Van 
in the Parking Lot (with many thanks from his friends): Grant 
Waterson 
Most Likely to End Up On Broadway: Larry DeMarco 
Most Likely to End Up On Broadway As A Cabbie: Serge 
Vladimirsky 
Most Likely to be Nominated for Supreme Court: Frank Nofer 
Most Likely to Become Supreme Leader (or sorry, he already 
is): Bruce Rose 
Most Like to Receive Tenure: Mike Fenerty (Sorry Mike, I had 
to do it. It was my last chance) 
Best wishes and good luck to all. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
U' 
^Pzofe^^oz Jlsonivul jC-Euin 
i g 2 4 - i g g 3  
On the iait tla  ^ of the iemeiter a ii^ lit went out at the iaw ickooi. oCeonard cJlevii\ 
padded awa  ^ in kii iieep. 
Wk en tke new6 kit it waA ai tkou^k a neutron LomL kad expioded. ^kou^kti of 
examinationA an d iait ciaA ie6 disappeared ai euer^one — itudents, itaff and faculty — 
to tkou^kts of tkeir iait encounteri witk kim and witk io man^ ckeriiked momenti in and 
out of tke ciaiiroom. 
..^iumni and retired staff mentkeri caiied to expreii ikock and to convey tkeir i^mpatk^. 
^y^n^one wko kai keen connected witk tke iaw ickooi for tke pail twenty i^eari knowi tkat 
tke institution wiii never Le tke Same wi. tkout tkis ii^kt. 
^ke students often re^rred to kim. affectionatei^ as esCenn^. ^ke^ couid poke fun a 
kim if kis tie were out of piace or if ke misspoke in ciaiS, kut tke^ knew tkat ke was 
tk ere for tkem, aiwa^ wiiiin^ and ea^r to keip witk kotk iife S prokiemS cuxd courSe-
reiated matters. .Jdii ieniitivit^, wkick keiped kim reiate to peopie, kept kim in recent 
i^eari from attending tke oCcuu .Sckoo (Sk owS. Me couid acknowiedt^e tkat facuit^ 
ridicuie was a wa^ to iet off steam, tkat students for generations wouid treat aii tkeir 
profeiiori ai fair ^ame, (ul for kim it wai too painfui to endure. 
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J4e liaJ unhmiled lime aii ituJenti, even tkoie not in one ofL is courieS. J4e wouid 
take kouri with each student who Sought liim out, criti^uin^ examination answers and 
drafting projects, discussin^ piacement opportunities and career deueiopment, advising on 
selections and directed writing topics. course 
Jde (oved to teach, and it showed. .3^  the 2)ean had iet him, h e wouid he teaching ten 
credits each semester. J4e put the time needed into preparing, for ciaSS, and he tooh great 
pleasure in tahing his students through his hgpotheticais. J4e rooted for the students 
tahing his examinations and tooh extra time to mahe Sure that he was even-handed in his 
Scoring. J4e brought pizza and Soda to the iast session of his limited enroiiment courSeS. 
perhaps hecauSe of his gearS of teaching what was for mang gears the premier lar review 
course in f^ennSgivania, he was encgciopedic in his hnowiedge of the icuv. Jde did 
whatever it tooh to master what iittie he did not hnow concerning his courSeS. One 
semester he even audited a four-credit course in taxation of trusts, ^^ tateS an J Qifh. 
m onig did he attend each claSS, he prepared for c(aSS and diScuSSed each part of the 
course. Oh en he tooh what he had learned an d Luilt it into his ^^ecedents ^^tateS and 
trusts offerings. 
rjHen had mang cioSe friends among the staff and facuitg. Jdis care and affection for 
people showed in all his relationships. ^^ergone Seemed to tcdte advantage of his advice 
when there was a civil matter which needed a practical Solution, ^f Someone had a 
mishap in her life, he would give more th an advice; he wou UL compassionate and caring 
hg mahing int^rg dagS later whether circumstances had improved. 
MeaL enjoged scholarsh ip ,  Oew hnow that  he  wrote  a  twentg-one vo lume Set  o f  hoohs 
for practitioners, in addition to the mang hoohs and law review articles he wrote during his 
twentg gears at the law Schoo I Me Served as a mentor to mang of the gounger facuitg, 
each of whom hnew that oCen was Someone th ere to help her Succeed in the teaching 
profession. 
oCen had a meaningful life apart from the practice 4L. and law teaching. l^ lari^ n, 
his wife of fortg-three gears, provided he love and compassion which this sensitive, hind 
person needed to thrive, Oheg parented two wonderful children of whom theg are 
rightfullg proud, ^^nn is one of uS, an alumna of UlL nova cJlaw, who practices in 
.San OranciSco, .^ lan practices in l^ ew l^ orh C i^tg. .^Mnd oCen tooh much jog in 
showing pictures to all who would looh of his two granddaughters, Jessica an J 2>d ra» 
4 light has gone out at the law School, a verg bright light. ^ow there is darhneSS, 
i^ ul the energg which illuminated that Ight remains with all of us — students, alumni, 
staff and facuitg ~ and will remain with '\Jillanova csCatv School alwcu^ . 
- f^ rofeSSor Drederich p, o^th 
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Justice Scalia at VULS 
The Villanova Chapter of the 
Federalist Society was honored to 
host an address to the VLS Com­
munity by U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Antonin Scalia. On Satur­
day, March 27, Justice Scalia drew 
a capacity crowd to Garey Hall for 
a primarily Q & A session. Fre­
quently expanding on questions, 
he entertained those who attended 
by poking fun at himself and 
others in the political limelight. 
(He did an excellent imitation of 
Sen. Kennedy during the confir­
mation hearings.) 
Justice Scalia started the after­
noon with a brief explanation of 
his judicial philosophy of consti­
tutional interpretation. Cutting to 
the heart of the current debate 
within the Supreme Court, Justice 
Scalia described the interpretive 
theory that he espouses as the 
traditional approach, one which 
views the Constitution and, more 
specifically, the Bill of Rights, as 
setting a limited number of gua­
rantees that have fixed meanings 
that do not change over time. 
Justice Scalia rejected the notion 
that the Bill of Rights sets forth 
general propositions. Rather, the 
court is limited in how it may act 
based on what is or is not in the 
text of the Constitution. The 
court can only enforce constitu­
tional provisions. He noted that 
matters which, today, we might 
perceive as relatively unimportant 
are protected in the Constitution. 
For example, who today would 
characterize a right to a jury trial 
in civil matters concerning dis­
putes of $20 or more as so impor­
tant that it requires constitutional 
protection? Conversely, many 
matters that we believe to be of 
utmost importance are not men­
tioned. He cited the right of 
parents to educate children as 
they see fit. The Constitution 
protects matters that were tradi­
tionally threatened by govern­
ment as the founders of our 
country learned by bitter expe­
rience. The traditional approach 
to constitutional interpretation is 
limited to those matters within 
the Constitution; everything that 
is good and true is not necessarily 
protected. 
Once Justice Scalia outlined 
this general limitation on tradi­
tional interpretive theory, he 
illustrated how it had previously 
been carried out. In 1920, the 
Nineteenth Amendment gave 
women the right to vote. The 
traditional view of the Equal 
Protection Clause, despite having 
many meanings, always recog­
nized a different treatment based 
on gender. However, many today 
would argue that the women's 
franchise was already guaranteed 
under the Equal Protection 
Clause. Is not the denial of the 
franchise to women an obvious 
denial of equal protection? — 
Apparently not. The manner of 
changing the system to give wom­
en the right to vote was not to 
be found by the Supreme Court 
giving new meaning to what had 
already had a fixed meaning for 
over a century. The proper 
manner of gaining the right to 
vote for women was the political 
process that culminates in a 
constitutional amendment. This 
reflects the traditional, conserva­
tive approach to constitutional 
interpretation. 
Justice Scalia then commented 
on how this attitude has changed. 
Today, many in the legal profes­
sion believe that the Equal Pro­
tection Clause protects everything 
that we as a society (or as indi­
viduals) believe to be important. 
This is reflected in the increased 
scrutiny and public attention that 
are drawn to the confirmation 
hearings of Supreme Court justi­
ces. The idea that "hot button" 
issues are new to confirmation 
hearings if false. The Bank of 
America generated as much con­
troversy for President Jackson as 
the abortion issue generates today. 
The difference lies in the attitude 
that people are now beginning to 
view the Constitution as a protec­
tion for "important" issues. Under 
this new attitude, the Constitu­
tion no longer means what it says 
and what we have understood it 
to mean. Rather, it now means 
what people want it to mean or 
think it should mean because that 
is what is important. 
Justice Scalia explained how 
this has impacted judicial inter­
pretation. In the past, scholarship 
was an important asf^ct of con­
stitutional interpretation. Today, 
the attitude is that the Constitu­
tion must reflect what people say 
it is. This presents a grave danger 
because by allowing the majority 
to dictate the meaning of the 
Constitution is to take away the 
very guarantee that the Framers 
of the Constitution sought to 
preserve. This new attitude effec­
tively eliminates that protection. 
Anticipating critics who call 
this view of equal protection as 
"minimalist," Justice Scalia noted 
that by protecting only what is in 
the text of the Constitution, not 
protecting all that people say 
should be protected, guards the 
Constitution from becoming a 
majoritarian instrument of pro­
tection. On that note. Justice 
Scalia opened up the rest of the 
session to questions from the 
student body. 
A question about his dissent in 
Casey v. Planned Parenthood 
elicit^ his comment that he does 
not like any balancing tests 
because of the inherent subjectiv­
ity that is required to apply the 
test. However, some balancing 
cannot be avoided since the Con­
stitution is sometimes written in 
nebulous terms. For instance, 
there is no way to avoid the need 
to decide what is "reasonable" for 
purposes of the Fourth and Fif­
teenth Amendments. Neverthe­
less, the court should not waste 
its time on a case-by-case analysis 
to iron out a definition of reaso­
nable. These types of things more 
properly belong in the hands of the 
legislature — after all, insignifi­
cant or unimportant things are 
not the only things we shold be 
able to dictate by voting. 
Further questions elicited com­
ments about Justice Scalia's view 
of Locke, on stare decisis, and on 
where to go when extra-textual 
sources are needed to interpret the 
Constitution. Overall, the after­
noon was stimulating especially 
for those interested in the current 
debate on the proper manner of 
constitutional interpretation and 
informative for those who wish to 
learn more. 
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Political Correctness is a Virus 
By John E. Deneen 
The fall-out from last semes­
ter's failed attempt to discuss the 
differences between the sexes 
appears to be over. On occasion, 
someone will remember it and pull 
me aside; either to scold me for 
my insolence or to let me know 
that he or she understood what 
I was trying to do. But the fre­
quency of such occasions has 
greatly diminished. 
In all, the experience of being 
mistaken by a number of other­
wise reasonable people for a 
brazen chauvinist has been a lot 
like everything else here in law 
school; not really pleasant, but I 
have learned a lot. 
The most interesting of my 
lessons has included a peak under 
the hood of "political correctness." 
I found the mechanics of this 
social brain drain to be identical 
to that of a virus. 
Normally, our reason affords us 
the ability of a review of our 
experiences and perhaps those of 
others, for the purpose of arriving 
at a conclusion. However, upon an 
infestation of political correctness, 
social pressure overrides the 
normal functions of analytical 
thinking, with the result being the 
non-discriminating reproduction 
of certain politically correct ideas. 
The aim of political correctness 
is mind control. Ironically, it 
operates as an inhibitor of one's 
facilities to use reason in devel­
oping an opinion on an issue, 
while at the same time creating 
in one the belief that, regarding 
that issue, reasonable minds can 
not differ. Like a virus, it is not 
finished when it has seized control 
of its host's mental operations, 
next it uses that host to exert 
social pressure on others and the 
process is repeated. 
The result of the jwlitical cor­
rectness is a retardation of views 
on all sides. Without meaningful 
discussion, no side can hope to 
discern the many weaknesses, 
and even jwtential dangers that 
my exist within their ideas. 
Nevertheless, political correct­
ness appears to be the chosen 
weapon of many ^oups highly 
interested in changing the status 
quo. Perhaps those groups realize 
that a virus can accomplish a lot 
more, in a shorter time, than 
trying to reason with the masses 
who are generally apathetic, at 
best, to their problems. Perhaps 
these groups justify the unfair­
ness of trying to shame dissent 
into silence, by focusing on the 
unfairness of the situation they 
are up against, and by believing 
the virus to be a lesser of two 
evils." 
In any event, where groups 
socially threaten the freedom to 
discuss difficult problemsk, dam­
age is done to the integrity of any 
alleged solutions to those prob­
lems. Further, as students we are 
in the position of trying to develop 
our own opinions about the many 
difficult issues that face us. Thus, 
we must overcome the infection 
of this virus, which threatens our 
own development. 
If you are interested, please 
consider participating in the new 
and informal, student round-table 
discussions on controversial 
issues, which will be held weekly. 
The round-table has a set of 
guidelines that serve to foster a 
healthy environment for you to 
develop and express your own 
opinion. The next topic for discus­
sion happens to be "political 
correctness." 
Overheard 
"I wouldn't touch your colon if law school." 
you paid me." 
— Library computer room 
— Library 
"When a girl calls you that she 
can tell the difference between a 
red M&M and a light brown M&M 
by the taste, it means she wants 
to open her mouth with her eyes 
closed." 
— Cafeteria 
Rugby trumps any deposition. It 
also apparently trumps filing a 
lawsuit in a timely fashion." 
— Lounge 
"Downey better bring me mv 
boxers." 
— Library 
I enjoy doing my laundry because "It starts to disintegrate and then 
it's one of the few pleasurable you bite the end off." 
things left in life since I came to — Cafeteria 
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Family 
Law Society 
ORGAMZATIO]VS"i" . 
By Michael Tarringer 
Look at what we've accomp­
lished! After the Family Law 
Society (FLS) was recognized as 
an organization in the last weeks 
of the Spring 1992 semester, our 
members started the Fall of 1993 
with a bang! The first event was 
a symposium, held at the end of 
October, entitled, "Family Law, 
More Than Just Civil Wars." The 
program introduced family law as 
a profession to the VLS students. 
FLS invited Susan Gilhooly, a 
courtmaster for the Chester 
County Juvenile Dependency 
Court, and two family law attor­
neys — Elizabeth Bennett and 
Rose Fizano — to speak to the VLS 
community about their everyday 
work experiences. 
In mid-November, FLS spon­
sored its first fundraiser: "The 
Bouncing Baby Barrister Con­
test." For one week, photos of 
professors at VLS were posted as 
they appear today and when they 
were babies and toddlers. Contest­
ants were asked to donate $1.00 
and match up the pictures in a 
"Who's who?" fashion. Two prizes 
were given away and everyone 
had a lot of fun. 
The 1991 Spring semester was 
also very successful for the young 
organization. In mid-February, 
FLS sponsored a luncheon where 
its members and other VLS stu­
dents signed up to have lunch 
with a family law attorney and 
partner with STRADLEY, RON-
ON, STEVENS, & YOUNG -
William Scarborough. Mr. Scarbo­
rough spoke to the attending 
students about prenuptial agree­
ments and how to get involved 
with family law. 
On March 25th, FLS presented 
a program on child abuse. The 
organization invited a panel of 
four guests speakers, including an 
assistant district attorney, a 
family law attorney, a clinical 
psychologist, and a case worker 
with Children and Youth Services. 
Donald Bersoff, Ph.D., served as 
moderator for the evening. 
Finally, on April 14th, the 
organization invited its members 
to go on a family court trip to 
Philadelphia, where students 
could sit in on court proceedings, 
including adjudication of paterni­
ty, contempt of support, custody, 
orders of protection from abuse as 
well as orders of contempt from 
abuse and motions for divorce and 
custody. FLS members were able 
to meet with Judge Zeleski to 
answer any questions they had. 
The Family Law Society has 
been very busy, but it's been 
worth it for the members of the 
organization. With finals coming 
up, the organization will take a 
break until next semester. But for 
now its members can look back 
with pride and say: "It's been a 
great first year!" 
Student Spotlight: Class of 1993 
by T. John Forkin 
It all began in the fall of 1990, 
wide-eyed and wondering — 
wondering what law school would 
hold for us. As we all looked 
around at orientation our vision 
showed us a group as diverse as 
it was intellectually talented. 
The class of '93 soon found out 
that law school was a far cry from 
undergrad. The challenges were 
great and the lessons potent, all 
the while the group became more 
galvanized, developing friendships 
T H E  B A R  A T  
Carolina's 
Now in Radnor! 333 Belrose Lane. 293.1000. Philadelphia 261 South 20th Street. 545.1000 
that will last a lifetime, friend­
ships that will develop into sound 
professional relationships. 
As a group you have beeen 
Editor-in-Chiefs of the Law 
Review and Environmental Law 
Journal; chaired the Moot Court 
Board and Honor Board; became 
President of the SBA; competed 
and dominated in outside comj^-
tions; ran the student law socie­
ties; spoke to Supreme Court 
Justices; met presidents, senators, 
and congressmen and women; 
served as Editor of "The Docket"; 
won Rugby games; advised and 
counseled incoming ILs; fallen in 
love, gotten married; raised child­
ren; and labored hard to prepare 
themselves to be not only the best 
attorney you can be but the best 
person. 
One Sunday in 1985, in the 
Main Campus Chapel, I attended 
Mass in which Father Lazor 
presented the sermon. In his 
service he spoke of a young car­
penter's apprentice working under 
a true master. The carpenter's 
apprentice labored hard under his 
master, and learned what he 
would use to earn his livelihood 
and enhance the livelihood of 
others. One day in the middle of 
building a foundation for a house, 
the master informed his young 
apprentice that he had to leave for 
a month and that he would have 
to finish the house by himself. 
The master left him with the 
money to purchase the best mate­
rials to complete the job. After the 
master carpenter left the site, the 
young apprentice was tenipted to 
skimp on the best materials and 
buy lesser quality and keep the 
difference for himself. However, 
he overcame his temptation and 
followed his master's wishes. 
When the master returned, the 
house was completed with the 
proud young apprentice standing 
alongside. The master turned to 
the apprentice and said, "I merely 
gave you the materials, you have 
laid the foundation and built the 
house, it is the best house, and 
I want you to have it. Take it as 
my gift for your faithful service, 
learning and hard work." 
I think of this lesson every 
graduation season. Although it 
may sound stupid, all of you had 
an inner purpose for coming to 
law school and to endure and 
prevail. That purpose had to be 
quite important. No doubt there 
was a promise each of you made 
to yourselves some time ago; to 
become an attorney! Well the time 
has come and your journey, while 
it seems to be ending, is actually 
just beginning. 
You are all, every one of you, 
the best of the best. And now as 
your junior, I firmly believe that 
I speak for the entire student body 
and Law School Community in 
saying that you will all be gravely 
missed, especially by this humble 
writer. I am proud to call you 
friends and former classmates. 
Never forget the lessons and 
adversities, the friendships and 
fun, and the education that has 
enabled all of you to build the solid 
structures that will house your 
successful careers. 
Perhaps most important not to 
forget is the promise that each one 
of you made to yourselves before 
you started that first real day of 
the metamorphosis — ie. IL day 
one. 
Robert Frost wrote in his last 
verse of "Stopping By The Woods 
On a Snowy Eve"; 
"The woods are lovely, dark 
and deep, 
But I have promises to keep, 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep." 
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REPORTER 
Alexa B. Pappas — 
"The day my client asked me if 
I thought his case was serious and 
should he hire a lawyer." 
Liz Duffy — 
"My most memorable experience 
... hmmm... well, it really wasn't 
my own experience. Let's just say 
it has to do with a certain wild 
3rd year, and some Pacific Repor­
ters in stacks. Oh, yeah ... there 
was also one angry security guard 
involved." 
Fabio Crichigno — 
"The first time I met Grant at a 
T.G., he was relieving himself on 
the building and his girlfriend was 
aiming." 
Nada Salaiman — 
"Bill Detwiler's voice, the 
menance of my law school career!' 
Pauline Gebhardt — 
"Losing all track of time and 
having to write a 30 page paper 
in 2-1/2 days." 
Jeff Bosley — 
"I'm on Police Department, City of 
Chicago V. Mosley, are you on the 
same case, Mr. l^sley?" 
What is your Most Memorable 
Experience at Villanova? 
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SPORTS 
Heeeere's Johnny! 
Three years have come and 
gone since I first set foot in the 
halls of Villanova Law School. 
Three years of my life spent trying 
to get a piece of paper to hang on 
my wall. Three years that some­
times seemed so much longer, and 
sometimes seemed like three 
months. Now that my time is 
coming to an end here, I feel as 
though I should share some of my 
knowledge I have gained while at 
good ol' Garey High. I believe it 
is part of my responsibility as a 
3L and the least I could do for the 
underclassmen (underclass-
people?) who will be here a little 
longer. With that said, here are 
some, no, most of the things I 
learned in my three years here: 
• the Newsletter is usually a 
good enough reason to go to 
school on Mondays 
• some people will not use a 
microphone in class, no mat­
ter what 
• the best ^ys' bathroom for 
graffiti literature is down­
stairs in the library, near the 
law review office 
• if it were a poker game, 
having a good outline would 
trump going to all your 
classes 
• when you get called on first 
semester, first year, your 
answers are usually 99% pers­
piration, 1% inspiration, 100% 
wrong 
• even though you were an A 
student in college, by your 
third year here, a C-t- starts 
looking pretty damn good 
• night classes are not a good 
idea (just check to see how 
many people are conveniently 
busy at that time) 
• Friday classes are not a good 
idea (but maybe that's just 
me) 
• there's not enough compu­
ters, the library's not big 
enough, and no amount of 
complaining will do anything 
about it 
• first semester, first year 
grades mean absolutely 
nothing 
• second semester, first year 
grades mean absolutely 
everything 
• it takes about a week to grade 
exams, but three months to 
hand them out 
• if you're not on law review, 
your chances of getting a job 
are the same as the Phillies 
winning a World Series this 
year 
• the frozen yogurt is way too 
expensive (I've shopped 
around) 
• no matter what anyone tells 
you, an open book exam IS 
better than a closed book 
exam (trust me) 
• Question — the most over-
hyped test here? Two words 
— legal research 
• nobody, I repeat, nobody fin­
ishes property understanding 
future interests 
• a week-long Spring Break is 
actually shorter than a four-
hour final exam 
• nobody briefs cases after the 
first week of classes 
• nobody uses brief cases except 
Bob Turchi (no exceptions) 
• don't fight Bob Babcock in the 
library (unless you have a 
clear shot at nailing him with 
an entire bookcase) 
• Winfred is actually shorter 
than he looks 
• Tom Dougherty and Angie 
Chen have a thing for each 
other (sorry Tom, it had to 
be said) 
• Jay Green is the only one in 
school who ever read my 
sports articles (thanks Jay — 
I'll miss you ...) 
• for my money, room 29 is the 
BEST classroom in school 
(especially if you're late or if 
you want to sneak out early) 
• Phi Delta Phi doesn't exist, 
it's all a hoax 
don't answer a question in 
class by starting, "you know. 
this reminds me of something 
that happened to me years 
ago...) 
• until the law school gets its 
own gym facility, we'll never 
be able to recruit top quality 
athletes and receive millions 
in alumni donations 
• go to Marita's or some such 
place ONCE, before graduat­
ing, on a Wednesday night 
• don't go to class the following 
day if you think a plaintiff is 
a fight aboard a TWA 
• don't brag about your grades 
if they're good, and don't kill 
your professors if they're not 
that great (just be glad you're 
not in med school) 
• all of you will graduate unless 
you use a #3 pencil filling in 
the dots on exam computer 
sheets, instead of a #2 
once you graduate, law school 
students seem like insignifi­
cant leeches 
Some of you geniuses may think 
my attitude towards VLS is a 
negative one, considering some of 
my observations. Well, let's just 
say it was real, it was fun, but 
it wasn't real fun. It wasn't that 
excruciatingly difficult, or charm­
ingly easy either. The most impor­
tant thing I will take from the past 
three years are the memories. 
Whether good or bad, they last a 
lifetime. The friends I made, the 
people I met, the experiences I had 
will be the things I most 
remember. 
Now, a word of wisdom for you 
3Ls. Just because you will soon be 
attorneys does not make you 
better than everyone else. 
Remember that you have a respon­
sibility to society. You will not be 
"kings of the hill." Those of you 
who supposedly "ran" the school 
the past few years, and considered 
yourselves popular will be goldfish 
in a sea of sharks, just like 
everyone else. I only have one line 
of advice: try to be happy in what 
you do. Money comes and goes, 
but happiness can make anything 
worth the effort. Good luck, 
goodbye, and for the last time, A-
B-C ya later. 
John Lago 
CROSSW RD* Crossword 
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Villanova Rugby '92-'93 
Your Villanova Law Rugby 
Club winds up its season with two 
men's clubs this spring (Wilming­
ton RFC and Second City Troupe, 
a mainline team). And we'll prob­
ably figure out a way to claim a 
win at each of those matches, so 
this is the perfect time for a year-
end wrap up. 
Clairvoyantly speaking, the last 
two games included several 
embarrassingly high tackles (one 
ending in assault charges on a 
certain gnome-like outside center), 
panther-like play by all the loose 
forwards and two fights (one of 
which will include the other 
team). Well played guys! 
In review, the fall and spring 
seasons indicate a promising 
future for the men in black, white, 
very little red and just a touch of 
yellow. It seemed as though for 
every third-year lost to '92 gradua­
tion, we gained 7 first-years. By 
the way, Eric and Grac are both 
doing fine. (Guess which one 
describes himself as "still in 
flannel!") 
The fall began with a five-half 
let-the-kids play drubbing of the 
undergrads ... many of whom 
were seen trying to sell their 
cleats in the lot that very day. 
They simply quit the game. Coop 
gave them a fair price on the boots 
and they are still in the trunk of 
his car. 
In the hard-battled home opener 
against Temple Med, the black 
introduced home-reffing to the 
sport — an experiment they had 
hoped would work to their advan­
tage. The Med school boys insisted 
that Mike Harrington's attempt to 
bring dribbling to the sport should 
have negated his first try of the 
season but the referee played the 
advantage long and, frankly, well. 
Someone else scored in that one 
too, so it was probably Henry 
Felix. Nice, Hank! 
It should be noted that following 
a slow-morning, disappointing 3-
2 loss to Penn Law (a game that 
featured the not-only-unheard-of-
but-flatout-dumb visitor-reffing), 
Mike "Duke" Andrews was heard 
to have said, "The free kicks and 
penalties were called evenly on 
both sides; the consistency was 
there; and beside all that, I'm all 
class." Duke was, in fact. Eastern 
Penn Rugby Union "Mr. Courte­
ous and Polite 1992." Congrats 
Mike. 
The club finished the fall with 
a 5-game tear through the grad 
school division. First-years were 
hung in a 18-13 over B.C.O.M.B. 
Specifically, Joe O'Kiefe was out 
of sight and Mike Sklar really 
stood out! The following game at 
Jefferson Med highlighted the 
season as Jeff Med fell 28-0 in a 
game that everybody got into. 
Captain Matt Lyons was in for a 
short stint (sore shoulder and all), 
but disappointed the crowd as he 
failed to bleed from his head. 
"That rainy-day win really 
brought the team together," said 
Scott "Wood" Phillips. Scott and 
a companion, who wished only to 
be referred to as "Downey," were 
seen huddled under the same 
umbrella during the B-side match. 
A big thanks to all the fans who 
came out that day and sat in their 
cars. 
Wharton will get no ink, except: 
must be nice to lose so much; 
thanks for the knee. 
Temple Law proved to be the 
most fun of the fall matches. They 
were easy to beat (19-10^ and gosh 
could they sing! Thanks guys! I 
guess it was a four-game lead. 
Winter fell. The club enjoyed a 
swift changing of the guard, and 
Joe "Eliot Ness" McMahon was 
assigned to the case of "How We 
Are Never Going to Be Able to Pay 
Union Dues." He still doesn't 
think it's very funny. I do, but 
then again, I've played on teams 
that have totalled Econovans in 
Milwaukee. It's all part of the 
beauty that is amateur athletics 
in the fifty free. (Begin a scratchy 
'God Bless America' record here). 
Then spring came, and we got 
to beat Temple Law again. They 
should get a congeniality trophy 
of some kind. In other spring 
action, the fellas beat P.C.O.M. 28-
0 in a scrimmage on "the crystal 
field," a glass laden pitch north 
of nowhere. Thank goodness 
arteries are typically covered by 
layers of flesh and muscle. The 
twenty-eight points include a 
protested try scored by 3L Chance 
Worthington, who has never 
uttered an English word on the 
rugby field (unless you count 
"scrum!"). Chance will always be 
remembered for his intimidating 
manner of taping his eyebrows — 
and a good portion of his forehead 
— (I mean this) over his eyes. 
The most efficient way to roast 
the rest of the club is by a warning 
of sorts — a warning that with 
the coming of spring, the thoughts 
of these boys will definitely turn 
to other things. To protect your­
self, you must be wary not to 
misunderstand the following as 
mere small-talk, socializing, or 
niceties: 
Roger Stanton: "Like my dogs? 
You're an enigma!" 
Will Greene: "Fine, How are you?" 
Tom Burns (IL): "Do you enjoy 
cooking? ... wait, come back, I 
need a si»t on this lift." 
Tim Levin: "You chew skoal? Me 
either, I rollerblade." 
Jeff Blanchard: (See Will Greene 
above, but run faster and run 
further). 
Jim Kohl: "Duuude. A lot of guys 
wear cordigans this late into 
spring, in Utah." Gim may just 
be the winner of the 1993 Matty 
Lyons stealth man award, but 
who would know.) 
Tim Pletter: (See Jeff Blanchard, 
but change the locks on your 
house.) Also, regardless of the 
topic of conversation, be careful 
if big Tim starts to rub his 
stomach. Added caution should be 
taken if he is grunting, or rubbing 
your stomach. 
Fritz Ezold or Carl Gwynne: "Are 
you already in a Property study-
group?" 
Jeff Wood: "... Then I missed a 
whole semester of rugby, para­
chuting into Cuba on recon 
missions." 
Milan Slak: "Want to eempress 
your hosband? Come, I teach you 
the Marangay." 
John Forkin: "It's actually T.John 
Forkin." 
Eric Fry: Actually, Eric's a nice, 
nice guy and by the looks of his 
hair he really is trying. Don't run 
from Eric. 
Rob Kracht: "Sure, I'm big, but 
I've always believed it's the size 
of a man's heart ... like my 
bowling glove?" 
Eric Schreiner: Again, Eric's very 
swell and he's been smiling since 
he got here ... Wait, maybe he 
sells drugs. 
Steve Eland: "Linda! I swear I'm 
not playing rugby! I just want to 
do some yard work! Unlock this 
closet right now! I'm beginning to 
get mad." 
Bill Rudnick: "Really!? I love step 
aerobics too! Yeah! Even better 
than the Hbrary." 
Miguel Pena: "I'm quiet and 
constantly late for class because 
I'm a thinker ... usually compos­
ing poetry right in my brain ... 
wait one second — Hey, Kracht, 
come here and show this girl your 
bowling glove." 
To the whole team: It's been a 
great year. Burst through on 
exams and have a trip of a 
summer. Everybody keep in touch 
with each other, i.e. see you at 
orientation. 
To the graduating third years: 
First, they laughed at you. Now, 
they barely get out a snicker and 
we went 11-2 for the year. 
Remember we'll be counting on 
you for jobs. I can only speak for 
myself in saying you guys put the 
U.S.A. in my first two years. How 
many people even get a U.S.A. in 
law school? Take it easy and keep 
singing. — T. Burns 
